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SPRING FLING TO FLUNG MAY 6 TH - 18TH  

The annual Spring Fling will be held May 6 – 
18, 2009. This year will see the painting of 401’s 
tender and the Dry Ice blasting of 4112’s interior. In 
addition 892 might need that final touch of detail work 
on its interior before it is turned loose for train service 
this year. We’re also looking to give the steam 
generator its long awaited coil cleaning which is sure 
to be fun for all. The work always out numbers the 
volunteers so don’t think your help is unneeded. 

Spring Fling is where members from far and 
near take some of their vacation time in a coordinated 
effort on selected project(s) at the Museum. For over 
25 years members have been restoring, painting, and 
repairing equipment at the Museum for the 10 day - 2 
week Spring Fling event. Contact Bruce Backus, 
bebackus@bellsouth.net or Kent McClure, 
kent@mrym.org for more information. 

 

 
Volunteers who actively participate make 
the difference by getting projects done!  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANNUAL RULES CLASS HELD 

 
On March 14, 2009, approximately 35 MRM volunteers 
attended the annual Operating Rules Class, held in the 
VFW Hall of Monticello. The class consisted of a 
discussion of the new laws as they apply to personnel 
working aboard train or on track. This was followed by a 
review for the test and the operating rules test. The test 
is a requirement of the Federal Railroad Administration 
(FRA) for members whose duties require the occupation 
of museum trackage and includes train service 
(engineer, conductor, flagman, brakeman, trainee), 
Maintenance of Way members, motorcar operators, and 
other’s who have duties requiring track occupation. 

 
CHALLENGE GRANT UNDERWAY 

Museum volunteer Bruce Backus has offered a Challenge 
Grant to assist with the funding of more pressing projects 
such as 401, 4112, Wab #6, The Gulfport, track, and other 
pressing projects. Bruce has pledged half of that amount (up 
to $2,500) if the membership will match it. To date $300 has 
been donated by members and those interested in 
contributing should send their challenge to;  

“Diaphragm: The Challenge” 
POB 401 

Monticello, IL 61856 
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MAJOR TRACK WORK UNDERWAY 

 
 

On those cold days of February 2nd and 3d, Tim 
Crouch arranged for a contractor to cut 20 year’s worth 
of growth of small trees and brush from the IT main 
from IC Junction past summit to Rankin. A hi-rail 
tractor equipped with a movable cutting arm did the 
task with some chain saw assistance on the march up 
the grade. Some spots on the IC main were also cut 
where needed.  

The weather was much more agreeable on 
March 15th as a group of Volunteers began unloading 
and spreading 1000 used crossties along the IT main. 
A contractor will replace and spike the ties while MRM 
volunteers will correct rail defects. Some of the small 
rail dates from the 1880’s; another aspect of railroad 
history housed at MRM.     Tom Hatchard Track Supt. 
 

 
 
 

CARS ARRIVE MRM FOR STORAGE 

 
 
At first glance, it appears from the interstate that the 
Illinois Central has resurrected traffic on the former IC 
main with blocks of tank cars and covered hoppers. 
However, in fact these are cars to be stored by local 
manufacturers under contract with the MRM. Work is 
underway to clear the former IT main of brush and 
insert 1000 used ties to upgrade 6000 feet of track to 
store cars without hindering MRM train operations. 
 

 
 

25th ANNUAL SCHOOL DAYS 
May 5th and 13th will mark the 25th Annual 

School Days event held on the museum grounds.  
Area schools are offered a special discount group rate 
to students who attend this educational field day 
outing.  A special train is operated on the Illinois 
Central Division Main which provides many students 
with their first experience riding a train.  In addition, the 
groups are led on a narrated tour of the display car 
and connecting static display pieces of equipment and 
the gift shop is also open.  On the average, 1,000 
students attend this annual event.  This event not only 
takes quite a bit of preparation, but also crews to 
conduct the execution of the presentation.  The 
weekday event is in demand for manpower to direct 
bus parking, on board train crews, tour guides, gift 
shop personnel, and assistance to direct the 
movement and control of school children.  If you would 
like to assist, please contact Syl Keller at the museum. 
 

 
 

CHARTERS 
 

April 30 th - Thursday 
 

May 14 th – Thursday 
 

May 26 th - Tuesday 
 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS  
 

Throttle Time 
April 25 th – 26th 

 
Throw Mamma On The Train 

May 9th – 10th  
 

Father’s Day Weekend 
June 20th - 21st  

 
Railroad Days 

September 19th – 20th  
 

Ghost Train  
October  23d   24th    25th    30th    31st  

 
The Polar Express 
November 27th 28th  
December 4th & 5th  

 
Lunch On The Train With Santa  

December 5th – 6th  
ARE YOU AN UNSAFE OBJECT? 


