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“INDEPENDENCE SPECIAL” ROLLS ON 

 
 

On July 3d the “Independence Special” departed 
Monticello Depot with 290 passengers, bound for a 
spectacular fireworks display held in Lodge Park. The 
consist of engine IC 8733, coaches IC 2612, 2920,    
RI 2541, Combine IC 982, with open car NKP 1907, 
Generator CN 15421 and trailing locomotive WAB 
1189, stopped at IC Junction where a perfect view of 
the event could be observed. A food tent was set up in 
this area selling food and drink to the participants. A 
share of the ticket revenues went to the agency 
providing the fireworks to help offset the display cost. 
 

U of I ENGINEERING STUDENTS HOLD 
“HANDS ON” WORK SESSION AT MRM 

For a group of University of Illinois engineering 
students, April 25th was a true day of “working on the 
(MRM) railroad”. To further their education, they 
assisted with the replacement of the broken rail in the 
Charter Street crossing (adjacent to Hardee’s parking 
lot). This town trackage is the only connection the 
museum has with a mainline railroad which is vital to 
our car storage project. (continued next column) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After lunch the group  

 
 
At the west leg of the wye a Bridge & Building (B&B) 
project is next. The posts securing the cables along the 
bridge walkway had become loose and were a safety 
issue for a secured handhold. New, fabricated angle 
iron supports to secure these post were installed by the 
U of I students. Afterwards a short tour of the Camp 
Creek facilities was conducted. Roadmaster Hatchard  

401 IS PROGRESSING 

 
The Southern’s 401 tender sets outside of the MRM 
Locomotive Shop glistening in the sunlight; sporting a 
new coat of black paint and yellow (continued backside)  
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lettering and is ready for service. However, the tender’s 
counterpart still remains in the shop, but is starting to 
take on a new life. Pictured on previous page, MRM 
members are securing the rebuilt air pump onto 401; 
bringing the steam locomotive one step closer to life. 
Hydrostat tests have been conducted on the boiler and 
assembly of various components continues. You are 
invited to stop in and witness this marvelous effort of 
reconstructing a steam locomotive in this diesel age!  
 

IC COMBINE 892 
RECEIVES NEW CEILING 

 
 
The museum’s car shop is charged with the 
responsibility of not only maintaining rolling stock, but 
in addition, to restore rolling stock, such as combine 
passenger car 892. As pictured above, the ceiling was 
completely renovated with new material, BUT, during 
this process, an artistic mural from another era was 
discovered under several coats of paint.  
After new ceiling panels were installed and painted, the 
tedious work began. MRM member Donna 
“Michelangelo” McClure, ascending a special built 
scaffolding and similar to the painting of the Sistine 
Chapel Ceiling, assumed difficult positions to apply a 
masking tape; cut out in the below design. After the 
length of the passenger compartment was completed, 
a second coat of paint was applied.  After drying, 
Donna would once ascend the scaffolding to remove 
the tape, revealing a finished ceiling artwork that would 
make Leonard da Vinci envious!! 
 

 
 

CHALLENGE GRANT ACTIVE 
Museum volunteer Bruce Backus notes that 

participation in his “CHALLENGE GRANT” has 
generated donations to the museum which will be 
used for the continued restoration of the various 

pieces of passenger equipment. In part, three sets of 
diaphragms are needed for passenger coaches IC 

2920, 2612 and baggage car D&H 405, now setting on 
the display track. The diaphragms cost approximately 

round $5,000 for the three sets. Although more 
pressing projects are taking the Museum’s funding 
resources (Locomotive SOU 401, Diner IC 4112, 

Business Car WAB 6, IC Obs Car  “The Gulfport” and 
other pressing needs), Bruce has pledged half of that 

amount ($2,500) if the membership will match it. 
Contribution should be sent to: 

“Diaphragm” 
POB 401 

Monticello, IL 61856 

IC COACHES 2612 & 2920 RECEIVE 
INTERIOR PAINTING 

 

 
 
Serving the Main Line of Mid-America” the two IC 
coaches are now serving the MRM during special 
events. However, due to age, the interior paint is 
starting to peel; creating a distracting appearance. 
Efforts are now underway to strip away the loose 
paint and apply a new coat of paint. Below, our own 
Donna “Michelangelo” McClure can be seen 
preparing the ceiling for new paint, using a ladder 
instead of scaffolding. 

 
 

 

 
 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 

RAILROAD DAYS 
September 19 th – 20th 

 
GHOST TRAIN 

October 23d 24 th 25th 30th 31st 
 

THE POLAR EXPRESS 
November 27 th & 28 th 

December 4 th & 5 th 
 

LUNCH ON THE TRAIN WITH SANTA 
December 5th – 6th 

 

“UPHILL SLOW ” – “DOWNHILL FAST” 
SAFETY IS NEVER LAST ! 


